Sea Mart
Quality Foods
We’re Here for You!
Open 24 hours

R

1867 Halibut Point Road

747-6266

Dock Delivery!
We’ll deliver you & your groceries back to your harbor!
$100 min. purchase required

Come Shop with Us!
t Freshest Meat & Produce & Dairy
t Huge selection of natural & organic foods
t Largest selection of items
t Food Court, Bakery & Deli
t All your Bulk Goods in our Club Pak Area
Large Selection of

Beer • Wine • Spirits
Organic Beer & Wine
Alaskan Beer & Wine
AM -

Midnight • 747-3333
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2017 HARBOR NOTES
The transient float is complete, providing 980 feet of additional moorage to the Sitka harbor system. The
float, located off Thomsen Harbor
just north of the Harbor office, also
acts as a protective breakwater. The
$5.8 million project was funded partially with a matching state grant.

“One plan would be to reduce the
size of the harbor’s footprint, such
as by removing some underused
skiff stalls,” he said. “That would
make the harbor less expensive to
build.”
On another topic, a sea lion has taken up residence in the Sitka Channel
and has prompted warnings from
federal officials.
They say mariners
should avoid feeding sea lions in the
harbor, deliberately or accidentally.
Feeding sea lions
is against the law.

Harbormaster Stan Eliason said he
was pleased with
the completed facility, already in
use. “It will serve
Sitka well,” he
said.

A complete refurbishing of CresFeeding sea lions
cent Harbor is the
habituates
them to
next project to be
that
area
and
also
addressed, accordmakes
them
lose
ing to the Hartheir natural waribor Master Plan.
AMSEA has worked for fi shermen’s
ness of humans.
Costs are pegged
safety & survival for more than
Sea lions may deat $13.5 million
30 years. See page 5 for story.
stroy fishing gear
and Eliason said
or be killed by enhe would welcome
tanglement or by
a matching grant,
swallowing
a
hook.
These large anilike the one Sitka obtained for the
mals may also become aggressive.
transient float. The project scores
high on state priority lists, but receiving state funds these days is
uncertain. Eliason said he will be
resubmitting the grant application
and hopes for the best. Otherwise,
the city would have to pay for that
project itself.

Eliason asked that fishermen using
the cleaning tables put their scraps
in the bins or haul the scraps away,
rather than throw them in the water.

Cover “Net to Tender” watercolor painting by Phil Long.
Available at Fishermen’s Eye Gallery, 239 Lincoln St. 907-747-6080
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AMSEA:
Teaching Safety, Saving Lives
Commercial fishing has always
been at or near the top of the list of
the most dangerous jobs in America. But after decades-long efforts
from many organizations in and
outside Alaska, as well as government safety requirements for vessels and mariners and a change in
fishermen’s
attitudes
toward
safety, the
number of
fatalities
has been
greatly reduced.

in vessel-related incidents. In 2015
and 2016 there was only one such
death per year. Although the reduction was due to a number of causes,
training – like the kind offered by
AMSEA – also helped make a difference.

Unfortunately,
the F/V
Destination sank
near the
Aleutian
Islands in
February,
with the
High
loss of all
among the
six aboard.
groups
Tragic
helping to
events like
Kids in Klawock train, forming a human star while wearing
make fishDestinasurvival suits. (Photo courtesy of Earl Jeffrey)
ing safer is
tion’s sinkthe Alaska
ing used to
Marine Safety Education Associahappen much more often. Now, the
tion. Sitkans may be aware of AMlast such loss of an entire crew was
SEA – its headquarters are in Sitka
in 2011.
and have been for the past 30-plus
years. They may not be as aware
Executive Director Jerry Dzugan’s
that AMSEA has trained hundreds
relationship with AMSEA dates
of thousands of mariners and works back to the mid-1980’s when fisherwith marine safety organizations all men were drowning at high rates.
over the world.
The dire situation caught the attention of the Coast Guard, who opted
To gauge the success of AMSEA and for a voluntary initiative and began
its allies, compare fatality numworking with cooperative skippers.
bers then and now. When AMSEA
A modest amount of seed money
started in the late 1980s, up to 40
from the National Oceanic and AtAlaska fishermen died each year
mospheric Administration funded
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some training classes held at various Alaska ports.

AMSEA’s philosophy was more ambitious. Their mission statement
calls on them to: “Reduce injury
and death in the marine and fresh
water environment through education and training provided by a
network of qualified marine safety
instructors.”

Dzugan became involved with marine safety when he signed on to
help write the curriculum for training fishermen. A former teacher
who had
taught in
the rough
South Side
AMSEA
of Chicago,
uses the
Dzugan
acronym
had also
MSIT to refished out
fer to Maof Sitka for
rine Safety
a time and
Instructor
was able to
Training.
draw upon
Their goal
lessons
is to devellearned
op trainfrom both
ers who
experiteach drill
Fishermen drill on a boat in a Sitka. (Photo courtesy of AMSEA) instructor
ences. A
fledgling
courses in
Alaska Marine Safety Education As- as many ports as possible.
sociation was formed, with a Board
of Directors made up of represen“The theory behind doing MSIT
tatives of other safety and marine
classes was a function of cost effecorganizations.
tiveness.” Dzugan said. “It was realized that if we trained somebody
Dzugan and some board members
who is home ported someplace, if
taught the first safety classes, but
they have the right background and

P I Z Z A E X PRE S S
Authentic Mexican Food
Homemade Pizza & American Favorites
Serving
Mexican
Draft Beers,
Local Beer
& Wine

966-2428
Call for Free Delivery
See Our Complete Menu at
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1321 SMC Rd.
Sawmill Creek Plaza

SitkaEats.com

if they pass this class on marine
safety, it’s a lot easier for them to
teach people than for us to come
over there.”
The old saying is “give a person a
fish and you feed them for a day,
teach them how to fish and you feed
them for a lifetime.”
“Exactly the point,” Dzugan said.
An AMSEA Drill Instructor workshop, for instance, instructs fishermen how to train their crews in
the use of survival equipment and
procedures. It’s an opportunity
for commercial fishermen to gain
hands-on training with marine
safety equipment and learn best
practices for surviving emergencies at sea. The workshop covers
cold-water survival skills; EPIRBs,
flares, and maydays; man-overboard recovery and firefighting; immersion suits and PFDs; helicopter
rescue, life rafts, abandon ship procedures, and emergency drills.

Mon-Sat 11:30 AM-10 PM
Sunday Brunch 9AM-2PM
facebook.com/larkspurcafe

Summer Hours
Start May 1st

For events & live music updates!

2 Lincoln St. • 907.966.2326

It’s a long one-day class. But the
MSIT train-the-trainer certification
requires six days of training. In
1988, Congress passed the Fishing

MARITIME LAW
Injury & Death C
Claims
Fishing
hing Accidents • Salvage & Towing
Free Initial Consulta
Consultation

Toll
oll Free
Fr (888) 583-6529
907-586-6529
w w w. p o u l s o n w o o l f o r d. c o m
636 Harris S
St. • Juneau, AK 99801

Poulson & Woolford,LLC
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Vessel Safety Act, whose mandates
brought safety issues to many a
mariner’s front burner. By 1991,
regulations were in place requiring emergency distress equipment
– such as life rafts and EPIRBS
-- on all boats. Skippers were also
required to instruct their crews how
to use safety gear.
Up until then, Dzugan said, AMSEA
was largely preaching to the choir
– working with skippers who were
conscientious enough about safety
to get trained voluntarily. The new
requirements compelled a whole
new group of fishermen to get safety
training.
In ANB Harbor, fi shermen practice hauling up
someone who has fallen overboard, which can
be tricky. (Photo courtesy of AMSEA)
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NGK • AC • AUTOLITE • BOSCH • CHAMPION • BLUESEAS • PERKO • HELLA • BIDBOR• SUPERLUBE • SCEPTER • VALVOLINE FLEET • RULE • SHURFLO

“AMSEA grew exponentially from
there,” Dzugan said. “We went from
training a few hundred people a
year to thousands of people.”
To date, AMSEA has provide safety

~ ALASKA SEA KAYAKING ~
EXPEDITIONS & OUTFITTING
MARINE TRANSPORTATION
GUIDED DAY PADDLES
RENTALS & SALES
Adventures launching daily from our
Big Blue Bus at Crescent Harbor

BOAT & TRAILER PARTS
Trailer hubs, Bearings, Tires, Axles
Wheels, Tongue Jacks, Winches
Leaf Springs

MOELLER
Fuel Tanks & Fittings

BELLOWS FLEX, NOVAFLEX,
TRIDENT & PARKER
Marine Hose
Fuel, Wet Exhaust, Water

WEATHERHEAD
Hydraulic hoses & fittings
Liquid Filled Guages • Ball Valves

NAPA GOLD FILTERS
Hydraulic, Fuel
Coolant, Air, Oil

RACOR + DAHL
Fuel Filters
Elements, Parts, Fittings

NAPA MARINE BATTERIES
Deep-Cycle, Starting

MARINE
STARTERS & ALTERNATORS
Valeo, Leece-Neville, Delco

BELDEN
We custom build marine
battery cables

SIERRA &
ECHLIN IGNITION
Distributors, Caps, Rotors & Coils

Stainless Fasteners
SAE & Metric

Fiberglass & Supplies

WWW.KAYAKSITKA.COM

Sitka Motor Supply

(907) 752-0660

100 Smith St. • 907-747-6650
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• CORROSION BLOCK • QUICKSILVER • DELO 400 • MCGUIARS • SEAPOWER • CASTROL • SUPERCLEAN • ANCOR • STEWART - WARNER • VDO

At the helm of a vessel and AMSEA,
Executive Director Jerry Dzugan.
(Photo courtesy of AMSEA)

• JOHNSON • JABSCO • WALBRO • CORROSION X • 3M

training to more than 225,000 people. They have trained 19,000 drill
instructors and more than 1,200
marine safety trainer\instructors.
AMSEA operates in 24 states and
territories – all of the coastal states,
including Hawaii and Puerto Rico.
AMSEA trainers work with partners
from other countries, giving talks
and classes over there and accepting students to be trained here.

man-overboard incidents have not
been reduced as much as drowning
associated with sinking of boats.
Over the years, AMSEA has broadened its training offerings to cover
a wide range of conditions. AMSEA
sponsors events for Sitka students
and trains educators. There is a
course that covers ergonomics,
since fishermen are injured when
they practice bad body mechanics. AMSEA has taught first aid to
fishermen, when the need arises.
They even cover ways to reduce the
chance of drowning in the harbor.

Modern emergency communications
have improved greatly and safety
equipment likewise continues to be
refined. Life jackets, for instance,
have become lighter and less cumbersome. This is important because
fishermen won’t wear tight or overly
warm jackets when they are working. The result, Dzugan said, is
that the number of drownings from

Dzugan said to expect AMSEA in
the next few years to focus more on
Western Alaska, due to that area’s
lethal combination of lucrative fisheries and extreme weather and sea
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conditions. But he won’t be at AMSEA’s helm after a few more years.

Will Swagel, a
35-year resident
of Sitka, is the
publisher of the
Sitka Soup, the
author of “The
Bight Before
Christmas”
and an enthusiastic eater of
fish.

“For now,” Dzugan said. “I’m going
to continue to work on developing
programs.”
For additional information, visit
AMSEA’s extensive website at
amsea.org or call them at (907) 7473287.
By Will Swagel

Pioneer Bar & Liquor Store
FULL SERVICE BAR • ATM AVAILABLE
Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 2 am • Sun. Noon - 2 am

Located across from ANB Harbor
212 Katlian St. • Sitka, AK • 747-3456

Explore your Wild Side

at the Alaska Raptor Center
in Sitka.
Visit eagles, hawks, owls and falcons.
Check out our online giftstore.
Both help heal Alaska’s wild birds.

~ www.alaskaraptor.org ~
907-747-8662 • 1-800-643-9425
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1000 Raptor Way
Sitka, AK 99835

MIKE MAYO, LUCKY LINER
By Will Swagel

If you see Sitka longliner Mike Mayo
at the helm of F/V Coral Lee, you’re
looking at a man of contradictions.
Mike embodies the rough-and-rugged image of the Alaska fisherman,
but he was initially trained as an
accountant and didn’t wet a line,
commercially, before his mid-20s.

boats are 26 or 27 feet wide. Coral
Lee has a steel hull, which Mike
said allows for more flexibility and
can hold more fish than a similarly–sized wooden vessel.
Mike Mayo fishes every year for
halibut and black cod from the
waters near Sitka all the way to
the Bering Sea. “We spend
a couple of weeks on the
Bering Sea each summer,” he said. “Many of
our trips are 6-8 days
long, but many are
longer, too.”

He is a demanding captain,
but is generous with those
who work for him and
in his adopted home
port of Sitka, where
he is well-known for
his philanthropy.
The head of a large
family and a lover of
life, Mike is quietly
philosophical about
his several close
brushes with death.
He can be alternately
perceived as a hard-asnails businessman, a holy
man or Santa Claus.

Mike fishes with
a four- or five-person crew. One person operates the
roller, while steering
the boat. The roller
is where the skates
with fish on them come
aboard. Another person or two
is tending the gear and dressing the fish as they come up. Two
other people are baiting, so that the
skates are ready to deploy again.
Many times, the captain works on
deck.

Mike had the Coral Lee built in
1991 after his previous vessel,
Oceanus, sank off Seward two
years earlier. The bulbous-nosed
Coral Lee is 58 feet long and 23 feet
wide. She is powered with a Cummins 500hp diesel.

“When black cod (and halibut)
weren’t so valuable, some people
would haul all their gear and then
dress the fish, but that leads to a
lower quality fish,” he said.

Coral Lee is an early example of
the type of beamier longliners now
becoming common. At the time she
was built most similar boats were
21 feet wide. Now, Mike said, some

Mike is among those fishermen
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Crew of the F/V Coral Lee dress, or
clean, halibut as the fi sh are brought
aboard. (Photo courtesy of
Mike Mayo)

who strive for the highest quality in
their catch. On Coral Lee, he has
his crew dress (clean) halibut and
black cod (sablefish) as soon as the
fish come aboard whenever possible. For halibut, he uses “poke” ice
– that is filling the carcass of the
halibut with ice before it is stored in

the hold. Mike believes this
method cools the fish faster
and more evenly by having
ice both inside and outside.
Some other vessels store
their halibut in an RSW
– circulating refrigerated sea
water – system. Mike said he
thinks the poke ice method
is better, although more labor intensive.
Mike said he has learned nearly everything he knows from the generous advice of fellow fishermen or by
trial-and-error. This is a man not

LIVINGSITKA.COM
315 SEWARD ST.
PHONE: 907-747-5636
FAX: 907-747-8128
u Cathy Shaffer, 907-738-5636
u Michael LaGuire, 907-738-2885
u Travis Vaughan, Broker,
907-747-5636

w
w
w
w

u Jenn Peterson, 907-738-1144
RESIDENTIAL
u Mim McConnell, 907-747-5636
COMMERCIAL
P ROPERTY MANAGEMENT
B OAT SALES W/WELCOMEABOARD.COM
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afraid to try something new. Read
now about Mike Mayo’s journey
across the country and from desk
job to fishing captain in Alaska.

the budget department for two Los
Angeles newspapers, the behemoth
Los Angeles Times and a small
“underground” (independent) newspaper called Open City. But he said
he became uncomfortable with the
Times’ hypocrisy on the issues of
the day. The paper took a strong
stance promoting civil rights, for
instance, but had only one African
American among hundreds of workers.

Staten Island to Baranof Island
Born in Long Beach, California,
this resident of Baranof Island
spent most of his childhood on Staten Island, the least urban of New
York City’s five boroughs. He returned to the West Coast for college
and received an accounting degree
in 1967 from Loyola Marymount
University, a Jesuit school in Los
Angeles. Mike minored in philosophy and took theology classes, “allowing me to use the less pragmatic
parts of my brain.”

“The late 1960’s was a time when
there were a lot of things happening
in California,” Mike said -- an understatement.
The Counterculture stimulated the
“less pragmatic” parts of Mike’s
brain, and he made his move to

After graduation, Mike worked in

continued on page 18
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One May, Mike hitchhiked from
Fairbanks to California with the
two-year-old Ilona in tow. He agreed
to crew for a friend aboard his 28
ft. troller, Zigzag, out of Trinidad,
Calif., a fishing town 30 miles from
Eureka. Mike spent the summer
fishing and learned that he liked it
– despite suffering from seasickness
(he still does, very occasionally).

continued from page 14

Alaska -- living in Fairbanks and
Juneau, sometimes with his thenyoung children: Ilona, Danny,
Amber, Jeb and Noah. Mike has
10 children -- six of them with his
former wife Sherie, with whom he
is still close. Two of those children
were actually born on one of the
family’s boats.

Take the LEAD – Do Not FEED!
ALL
• Injury
• Death
• Negative impacts
to fisheries
1-800-853-1964

* Keep a clean dock & boat – don’t leave whole fish or
discarded fish pieces where sea lions can reach them.

GARY’S Outboard
Authorized Sales & Service for:

Mercury Outboards, Mercury Inflatables, Yamaha Outboards & Yamaha Generators
Service Mercury Outboards & Yamaha Outboards as well as electrical repairs and re-wiring

224 Smith St.

747-9399
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garysoutboard.com

But in 1989, Mike lost Oceanus,
when the vessel sank in 80 fathoms
off Seward -- a mishap he thinks
was caused by a new bait shed that
had been installed, changing the
boat’s center-of-gravity. Oceanus’
balance was over-challenged by a
spate of bad weather. Mike and his
four crewmembers survived with-

“(But) being on the ocean throwing
up was much more appealing to me
than being in an office,” Mike Mayo
said.
Mike worked construction in the
Fairbanks area and on the Alaska
Pipeline and saved money for his
first boat, F/V Helen. Originally
built in 1928, Helen is still in
service in Sitka. After five years,
he purchased
F/V Oceanus, a
wooden vessel 56feet-long, with a
14.4-foot beam,
built in 1926. In
both cases, experienced fishermen
had pointed him
towards a solid
boat.

continued on page 22

Three of Mike
Mayo’s sons Jeb Morrow,
the late Noah Mayo,
and Ocean Mayo bait halibut skates
as crew of the F/V
Coral Lee in 1997.
(Photo courtesy of
Mike Mayo)
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PHIL LONG: NO ROOM FOR MISTAKES
An Artist Profile
“With watercolors, you can’t put too much
(paint) on because you can’t go back. I
go light and then darker and darker and
darker, till I’m satisfied. A lot of oil guys
say that’s harder than oil painting,” he
said. “You can erase oil. You can take the
rag and turpentine and start over. With
watercolor, if it’s too dark that’s it. Either
throw the painting away or live with it.”

When herring return to Sitka Sound each
spring, so does watercolorist Phil Long.
This year’s Harbor Guide cover image
is from Long’s painting “Net to Tender”
that depicts an action scene from the Sac
Roe fishery.

Long lives in Sitka for four months of
the year during the herring and salmon
seasons to oversee the
movement throughout
Southeast of refrigerated
shipping containers. The
containers are destined to
be packed with fish and
shipped, mostly to Asia.
The rest of the year, he
lives in Oakland, California.

Long goes slowly, taking up to 30 hours on a
piece. He says his careful
style can make his work
resemble watercolors
painted in the 1800s.
Long’s only instruction
in painting came in 2003,
when he took a weekend
course in Mendocino,
California. As a boy, he sketched out
scenes on the canvas for his grandmother,
also a painter. During corporate meetings, Long would surreptitiously draw
cartoons of the people in the room.

After his 2007 retirement
from container company giant American
President Lines, Long immediately signed
on with them as a contractor, tasked with
servicing processing plants from Valdez
to Ketchikan, a job which can be stressful.

Long’s paintings have so far been of Alaska or India, where he found the colors
especially inspiring. He may start
a series on the
San Francisco
Bay Area. Long’s
work can be seen
on his Facebook
page and also at
Fishermen’s Eye
Gallery in Sitka.

“Sometimes we have 200 containers left
over and at other times we’re scrambling,” Long said.
“If we run out of
containers (for
the plants), they
have to tell the
fishermen to stop
fishing.”
Working in watercolors carries
some tension,
too, because
there’s little room
for mistakes.

“Net to Tender”
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-- Will Swagel

Welcome to Sitka!
Highliner Coffee Co. is located in the
Seward Square Mall, next to the
Sitka Fire Department.
We are Sitka’s local coffee roaster.
Come on in & check out
our historical photos of the
turn-of-the-century longline fleet.

Wireless connection
available for e-mail & internet.
Free wireless with any purchase
•

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, Desserts &
Coffee Drinks for our fair weather friends.

•
Open Monday - Saturday
6 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SEWARD STREET MALL SITKA

Phone 747-4924

(907) 747-4999 or
VHF channel 16
80’ Fuel Dock with Quality Marine Diesel, Gasoline,
Quality Lubricants & Potable Water

FREE Flake Ice
for Recrea!onal Boaters at our Fuel Dock w/Fuel Purchase

Located just inside Old Sitka Rocks
(adjacent to Halibut Point Marine & Old Sitka Dock)

Open 7 days/week for the Mid Spring-Summer Fishing Season
Summer Hours: M-Sat 8AM-5:30PM • Sun 9AM-5:30PM • Winter Hours: M-F 8AM-4PM
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make a living fishing.”
Asked what makes a successful
longliner, Mike said, “toughness.”

continued from page 19

out injury, but Oceanus was a total
loss.

“Physical strength helps, but it’s a
mental toughness that when your
whole body aches, you have to tell
your body not to control you. You
control it,” he said.

“Physical Strength Helps”
On Coral Lee, as on the previous
vessels, Mayo parents
and children have
fished together as a
family.

Mike said he has seen
6-foot plus former logging champs too exhausted to rise from
their bunks. And he
has also seen a “105-lb.
girl lifting a 70-lb. tub
over her head.”

“The beautiful thing
about fishing is that
you can choose the way
you want to fish,” he
said. “You can fish with
your family, like we did,
or you can fish with a
bunch of guys or gals.
There’s many ways to

He was an early advocate for hiring women
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as deckhands – some women fished
with him for numerous seasons.
He is also known for striking out to
new fishing grounds before other
captains.

ERNIES

Old Time SALOON
130 Lincoln St. • 747-3334

Mike has been called a highliner,
but he is hesitant to accept the
mantle: “I know people call me that,
but I prefer `lucky liner.’”
A combination of wanderlust and
curiosity led him to make a number of trips to China over the years.
On one of them, Mike met Summer, then a resident of Beijing. They
married in 2010 and have a daughter, Song.

Full Service Bar
Pool • Darts • T-shirts • Hats

Mike also survived a bout with
throat and neck cancer about 3
years ago and a heart attack a year

Mon.-Sat. 8am - 2am • Sun. Noon - 2am
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ago. He is in good health these
days.

“You get off of Yakutat and you can
see 10 of the 14 tallest mountains
in North America. You get out there
by Sand Point and the volcanos
are smoking. You get off of Akutan
and it looks like the birds blot out
the sky – millions of them. You see
sights you just don’t see sitting at
home. I’ve had many, many friends
die fishing. That’s just the game you
play. But to me it’s a better day that
anything else I have found.”
~ Will Swagel

If you ask your average accountant
to pencil out the benefits and risks
of commercial fishing, he might
recommend a more predictable livelihood. Mike Mayo appeared to be
tapping into the “less pragmatic”
parts of his brain when he assessed
his vocation:

YELLOW JERSEY
CYCLE SHOP

Find What You’re Looking For!

* Bike Rentals
* Trail Information
Skateboards • Bicycles
Sales & Service

Every other Thursday from
Valentine’s Day through Christmas
~ sitkasoup.com ~

329 Harbor Drive • 747-6317
Across from Centennial Hall

The Sitka Harbor Guide is published yearly by Will Swagel Ink LLC. The Harbor Guide may
be found year-round at the Harbormaster’s office, Murray Pacific, City Hall & at the fuel
docks during the fishing season. For information call 907-747-7595. SitkaHarborGuide.com

(907) 747-8013 or (907) 747-8100
safety@allenmarine.com

Closing May 1

Hours:

8am

available
to inspect

SERVICING
& SALES OF
DBC, ZODIAC,
CREWSAVER
&

ELLIOT
LIFERAFTS

SALES &
SERVICE
OF

ACR
EPIRBS

Located at 5304 HPR • Across from the Ferry Terminal
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Better Banking for South East Alaska
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Sitka’s Five Main Harbors
All berths are assigned by the Harbormaster.
Please do not enter a slip without permission of the Harbormaster.
Richard I. Eliason Sr. Harbor: off the north end of Katlian Street and
extending north. Eliason Harbor is designated as the transient harbor
where most transient vessels are temporarily moored.
Thomsen Harbor: off the north end of Katlian Street, south of
Eliason Harbor.
Crescent Harbor: opposite the east end of Lincoln Street, near the
Lincoln-Lake intersection. Transient vessels are not allowed in this
harbor.
ANB Harbor: off Katlian Street, just north of downtown.
Sealing Cove: off the west end of O’Connell Bridge, off
Airport Road.

Contacting Sitka’s Harbor Master
Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Personnel: The Sitka Harbormaster is Stan Eliason, Deputy Harbormaster
is Chuck Hackett, Office Staff is Kristi Jones, Assistant Harbormasters are
Tom Climo, Emy Sumauang and Jeremiah Johnson. Harbor personnel
are on duty seven days a week from 7 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. year round.
Maintenance Personnel are Ron Pratt and Brian Bellows.
Location: The Harbor Department is located adjacent to Thomsen Harbor, at 617 Katlian St. Phone: (907) 747-3439;
Fax: (907) 747-6278; VHF Channel 16; www.cityofsitka.com.
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Other Important Numbers
Sitka Police: 911 (emergency); 747-3245 (business)
Fire Dept. : 911 (emergency); 747-3233 (business & info)
Sitka Community Hospital: 747-3241
City & Borough of Sitka: 747-3294
Sitka Chamber of Commerce: 747-8604
SEARHC/Mt. Edgecumbe Hospital: 966-2411
Alaska Department of Fish & Game: 747-6688
(commercial); 747-5355 (sport)
U.S. Coast Guard: 1-800-478-5555 (emergency)
966-5454 (marine safety detachment)

The Harbor Department of the City and Borough of Sitka enforces Harbor Regulations in all five city harbors and other city
facilities:
No Wake Zone: No speeding is allowed in the channel. Please respect the No
Wake Zone shown on the map (pages 16-17).
Temporary Stalls:
The Harbor
Department may assign a vessel a
stall on a temporary basis, depending on availability. This is called “hot
berthing.” Owners of vessels granted
temporary assignment must be ready
to move if requested by the Harbor
Department.
Fees: Moorage fees will be assessed
by the Harbor Department, based on
the rate structure in the City municipal code. Moorage bills must be paid
at the Harbor Office.
Registration of Transient Vessels: All transient vessels are required
to register with the Harbormaster
within 8 hours of arrival. Information
on services and fees is available at
the harbor office.
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Moorage of Transient Vessels:
Transient vessels are advised by Harbor Department staff of the transient
moorage areas available on a fi rstcome, fi rst-served basis.
Transient Fees: Transient moorage
fees are 98 cents per foot per day for
vessels 0-80 feet in length. For 81-150
feet, $1.67 per foot per day. For vessels
more than 150 feet, $2.51 per foot. All
moorage must be paid in advance
or prior to departure or fees may be
doubled. Harbor policy requires that
if a vessel is in the harbor on any portion of any day, it will be charged for
moorage for that day. A 25 percent
credit in daily transient moorage will
be given to any commercial vessel
actively loading or unloading fish
and which produces a fish ticket or
processor contract. The credit will be

good for up to 10 days per fish ticket
or contract.

an assigned meter. The assigned meter holder’s account receives credit.
A note: Utilizing assigned meters is
a privilege and the Harbormaster
frowns on meter use without permission. Violators will be issued citations
for illegal use of a meter.

Transient Services Water, garbage
and waste oil service are available.
Launch Ramp Fees The daily fee
is $5.00 for in and $5.00 for out. The
annual calendar year permit is $75.00
and is available at the harbor office.
Launch ramps are located at Sealing
Cove and Crescent Harbor.

Garbage Dumpsters are available at
all harbors for use by harbor patrons.
Items too large for the dumpsters are
to be taken to Jarvis Street Transfer
Station. Items should not be left on the
floats or fingers of any of the harbors.

Monthly (30 day) Moorage Permits
Thirty (30) day moorage permits are
available, paid in advance. The cost
is $16.74 per foot for vessels up to 150
feet in length, and $25.11 per foot for
vessels above 150 feet.

Used Oil Disposal tanks are provided
at all harbors. Please do not dispose
of gasoline or solvents in these tanks.
These should be taken to the Sawmill
Cove Industrial Park scrap yard, where
a special materials collection area is
maintained. When dumping used oil,
please clean debris and old filters off
the screen when you are finished.

Small Boat Electrical Service 30
amp single phase service may be
available for a fee of $5.00 per day.
50 amp single phase service may be
available for $12.00 per day up to 4
days. If staying 5 days or longer the
meter can be read, which includes
a $10.00 in and $10.00 out fee plus
actual meter usage. Meter reads will
be done for 50 amp 3 phase and 100
amp meters.

Water Potable water is provided at
all harbors year-round.
Dumping Trash Into the Harbors
Prohibited It is unlawful to do or
cause to be done any of the following prohibited acts: No offal garbage
or trash shall be dumped into the
boat harbor. No trash, garbage or

Temporary Use of Assigned Meter
The Harbormaster may temporarily
allow a transient vessel to plug into

HARBOR MARINE LLC

• LOCATED IN HOONAH

Exp
Effic erience
d
ient
Crew

• 35 years experience in marine painting & repair
• Sandblasting of steel, aluminum, fiberglass & wood
• Welding of steel, aluminum, stainless
• 20-ton hydraulic crane
• Marine shop & store with large selection of zincs
• Ameron anti-fouling & finish paints -1 & 5 gal.
• Welding supplies • Fasteners

QUOTE INFO: GREG GARRISON 907-209-7500
OFFICE PHONE / FAX: 907-945-3722

220-TON CITY-OWNED Travel Lift
35-TON CITY-OWNED Hydraulic Trailer
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refuse shall be dumped on the tidal or
upland areas along the beach or waterfront. It is unlawful to dump flammable wastes. Vessel owners shall not
leave spoiled bait, fish or gear on their
vessels in the harbor.
Fishermen’s Work Floats There
are two work floats available. One is
the seasonal float located at the end
of Float 4 at Crescent Harbor. This float
is available for work-related uses April
15-Sept. 15 annually. A year-round
work float is located on Sitka Channel across from ANB Harbor. This float
is equipped with both electricity and
potable water. No overnight moorage without permission of the Harbormaster. No storage of any gear,
nets or materials is permitted. All users
of these floats are asked to clean up
after themselves.
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Tidal Grid A steel and timber tidal
grid is available for use next to ANB
Harbor. Electricity, potable water
and garbage services are available.
A small parking lot is located next to
the grid for people using the facility.
The grid is available on a fi rst-come,
fi rst- served basis. Vessels are limited
to 96 hours (4 days) on the grid. Larger
vessels (over 58 gross tons) must notify
the Harbormaster before using the
grid. In some cases, a damage deposit must be posted and special precautions must be used, as directed by
the Harbormaster. Please contact the
Harbormaster prior to using the grid if
there are questions about your vessel.
There is a $10 (ten dollar) fee per day
to use the grid.
Loading Zones There are several
loading zones located throughout

the harbors. They are easily identified
by the white paint along the bullrails.
Loading zones have a one-hour time
limit. There are some 30-minute areas
in Crescent Harbor. There is also a
loading dock in Crescent Harbor that
is used by commercial fishermen to
load and unload gear. Some fishermen also use the covered area to
mend their nets. Please contact the
Harbor Office for usage. This covered
area is also used at various times of
the year for art shows, food booths
and other activities.

ing tables on the south end of Eliason
Harbor breakwater for the cleaning
of sport-caught fish. There are also fish
cleaning tables on the float outside
Sealing Cove Harbor. Fish waste bins
are available at both cleaning stations. No commercially caught fish
can be cleaned at any fish cleaning
table at any of the harbors. Users are
requested to clean up the areas after
use.
Boatsitter Log Please provide the
Harbor office with name and phone
number of your boat sitter. It is the
responsibility of moorage users to inform the Harbor Department if they
are going to be out of town for any
period of time and the vessel remains
here. Harbor Department staff will attempt to notify the logged boat sitter
in the event of an emergency.

Fish Cleaning The cleaning of fish
in any of Sitka’s harbors is strictly forbidden. Please do not dispose of fish
carcasses in the harbor jurisdiction
due to Sea Lion issues. Fish cleaning
should be done at designated fish
cleaning tables. There are fish clean-

Sitka Boat Watch
Timely Boat Checks • Most Maritime Services

738-8830 • P.O. Box 6377, Sitka, AK 99835

Sitka True Value
815 HPR • 747-6292 • 800-633-8783

Open 7 Days a Week!
8AM - 6PM

Full Service Hardware & Housewares Store
Plumbing, Electrical, Marine, Tools, Fasteners, Camping, Canning & Smoking,
BBQ, Cleaning Supplies, Farm & Pet Supplies, Bed & Bath, Housewares & more

Family Owned & Operated • Serving Sitka for Over 40 Years!
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AC Lakeside
Offering a variety of food,
and perishable goods at

Great Everyday Low Prices

As always we deliver to
the Sitka dock at no charge
from 8am to 7pm!
Open 7 Days a week
6am to Midnight
(907) 747-3733 • Fax (907) 747-6279
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