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The Sitka Harbor Guide is published yearly by Will Swagel Ink. The Harbor Guide may be
found year-round at the Harbormaster’s offi ce, Murray Pacifi c, City Hall & at the fuel docks
during the fi shing season. For information call 907-747-7595.  SitkaHarborGuide.com

Cover image “Rockwell Lighthouse” by Mark Bartlett. Available at Fishermen’s Eye Gallery.

We’re Here for You!We’re Here for You!
Open 24 hoursOpen 24 hours

1867 Halibut Point Road1867 Halibut Point Road
747-6266747-6266

Sea MartSea Mart
Quality FoodsQuality Foods

R

Come Shop with Us!Come Shop with Us!
 Freshest Meat & Produce & Dairy  Freshest Meat & Produce & Dairy 
 Huge selection of natural & organic foods Huge selection of natural & organic foods
 Largest selection of items Largest selection of items
 Food Court, Bakery & Deli Food Court, Bakery & Deli
 All your Bulk Goods in our Club Pak Area All your Bulk Goods in our Club Pak Area

Dock Delivery!Dock Delivery!  
We’ll deliver you & your groceries We’ll deliver you & your groceries back to your harbor!back to your harbor!

$100 min. purchase required$100 min. purchase required

 Beer • Wine • Spirits
Organic Beer & Wine
Alaskan Beer & Wine

 Large Selection Large Selection of of

AM - Midnight • 747-3333

2014 HARBOR NOTES2014 HARBOR NOTES
If you count it all up, Sitka has more 
than 8 miles of city docks – the larg-
est small boat harbor system in the 
entire state of Alaska. One thousand  
three hundred stalls. But that’s still 
not enough – there are more than 
300 vessels waiting for slips.

2014 welcomes a completely refur-
bished ANB Harbor. Sitka Harbor-
master Stan Eliason said everything 
was replaced – fl oats and fi ngers, 
electrical and water hookups, even 
the main pilings. The approx. $7.5 
million project was funded through 
a 50/50 match with the state. ANB’s 
new confi guration accommodates 
94 vessels of various sizes, a few 
less than the old setup. Eliason 
said some slips were made larger 
and others were eliminated to ease 
bottlenecks. There are now some 55-
foot stalls. 

Spring is too busy a time for a formal 
ribbon-cutting, so the harbor’s offi -
cial re-opening will be held some time 
later in the year, Eliason said. That 
ceremony will include the unveiling 
of a skookum sign bearing the new 
formal name of the facility: “Alaska 
Native Brotherhood Harbor.”

Eliason said the next major project 
will probably be a $5.4 million re-do 
of the transient dock – 1900 feet of 
moorage (both sides) – used by every 
sort of vessel from local boats to visi-

tors’ and commercial fi shing packers 
to luxury yachts. The transient dock 
is located just north of the Harbor-
master’s Offi ce.

The facility needed emergency re-
pairs about a year ago, requiring
other maintenance to be deferred. 
“It’s 40 years old and in dire need of 
replacement,” Eliason said. The city 
is seeking 50/50 matching funds for 
the project, which could occur as 
early as next winter.

Fishermen may also notice a new “gut 
barge boat.” In years past, a private 
contractor was paid $42,000 a year 
to transport fi sh-cleaning refuse to 
be disposed at sea. A city employee 
will now perform the function. The 
32-ft. Munson Pacman is equipped 
with a hydraulic crane capable of 
lifting 2,200 lbs, raising small craft 
that have sunk and for maintenance 
tasks. The Salmon Mitigation Grant 
program paid for the boat.

Mariners concerned that activities 
in the harbors may confl ict with
their personal plans might consider 
signing up for Harbor Email Notifi -
cations. Boat owners can stay up-
to-date with weather alerts, repairs 
and general harbor notifi cations. 
Just go to CityOfSitka.com and click 
on “Departments” to fi nd the Harbor 
Department page. ~ WS
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BBQ, Cleaning Supplies, Pet Supplies, Bed & Bath, Housewares & more

Full Service Hardware & Housewares StoreFull Service Hardware & Housewares Store

FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES SOLD HEREFISHING & HUNTING LICENSES SOLD HERE

If you a do thing often enough, 
it becomes habit. If you per-

form a service for enough people 
for enough time, you become in-
frastructure.

Skipper Dave Castle and his ves-
sel, F/V Eyak, qualify as Baranof 
Island infrastructure. They are a 
vital link between Sitka and the 
few hardy people who live in Port 
Alexander, at the hatchery at Port 
Armstrong and at the government 
research station at Little Port Wal-
ter.

Once a week in winter and twice 
a week in summer, Castle deliv-
ers to these outposts food and all 
manner of supplies. What makes 
him infrastructure is that he also 
carries the U.S. mail. Most mail 
carriers must deal with “snow, 
rain, sleet and gloom of night,” 

but few brave 25-foot waves and 
50-knot winds to complete their 
appointed rounds.

Castle said he makes most of his 
income buying fi sh aboard the 
Eyak on the grounds during the 
season. When the Eyak is busy 
on the fi shing grounds, Port Alex-
ander and points south get their 
mail and goods via F/V Silver Ar-
row -- a smaller, faster vessel that 
Castle also owns.

“It all works for me as a lifestyle,” 
he said. “I think 
I could actually 
make more if 
I only did the 
f i s h - b u y i n g 
because the 
weekly (mail) 
contract com-
plicates things 
s o m e t i m e s , 
but the weekly 
thing is kind 
of a driver and 
everything else 
is programmed 
around that.”

F/V Eyak is 
71-foot-long (86 feet overall) with 
a 24.5-foot beam. It is classifi ed 
as a power scow. It is all wood, 
capped with a steel toe. “Like a 
steel-toed boot,” Castle said.

The vessel was built in 1943 for 
the New England Fish Company 

Eyak underway to southern Baranof Island, one of 75-80  such 
trips per year (photo courtesy of Dave Castle)

EYAK’S CASTLE EYAK’S CASTLE BY WILL SWAGELBY WILL SWAGEL
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Welcome to Sitka!
Highliner Coffee Co. is lo cat ed in the 

Seward Square Mall,  next to the 
Sitka Fire Department. 

We are Sitka’s local coffee roaster.  
Come on in & check out

 our historical photos of the
 turn-of-the-century longline fl eet.

Phone 747-4924

Wireless connection or computers
available for e-mail & internet.

Free wireless w/purchase
 of a cup of coffee

•
Homemade des serts and coffee

for our fair weather friends.

•
Open Mon day - Saturday

6 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

and named for the Eyak people 
and river of the Copper River 
region. Castle said the Eyak is 
somewhat unusual 
for that period be-
cause, while many 
similar vessels were 
built as warships, 
the Eyak was ac-
tually built to buy 
fi sh. 

“Its original purpose 
was as a tender,” he 
noted. “It still is.”

In order to ply shal-
lower river waters, 
Eyak was built with a fl at bottom. 
That’s where Castle’s expertise 
comes into play. 

“If we get a couple of thousand- 
pound pallets of plywood, I try 
to keep a little bit of a port list 

because of the 
Eyak being built 
fl at-bottomed,” he 
said. “I don’t have 
a nice little bilge 
in the middle; I’ve 
got a 24-foot wide 
bilge. If I keep a 
little bit of a list, 
then I have a little 
bit of bilge on the 
port side. A low 
spot.”

Castle admits he 
sometimes wishes Eyak had a 
smoother running V-bottom, but 
says this with obvious love for the 
vessel.  

“(Eyak is) a very well-built, well-
cared-for vessel,” he said. “And 
going strong.”

The Mail Route

Cruising speed for Eyak is 6 
knots, at which speed the vessel 
burns 10 gallons of fuel or less per 
hour. Castle said at 7 knots and 
above the fuel consumption rises 
sharply, reaching around 30 gal-
lons per hour at 9 knots.

He said it’s about 75 nautical 
miles from Sitka to Port Alexan-
der along the outside of Baranof 
Island. Taking the inside route 
through Chatham Strait to Port 
Alexander clocks in at about 145 
nautical miles.

For obvious reasons, Castle said 
nearly all his trips are down the 
outside of Baranof Island.

“Sometimes, if I have a big load 
of fi sh food in heavier weather, I 
might take the longer route,” he 
said.

Dave Castle

Unloading salmon in Port Alexander
(Photo courtesy of Dave Castle)
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Eyak is powered by two 285 
Cummins diesel engines. The old 
engines they replaced a few years 
ago were a pair of 1936 115hp 
Caterpillars. Eyak was built in 
1943 -- seven years after her en-
gines.

“I think that wartime shortages 
might have been the reason why 
the new boat had the older en-
gines, Castle said.

On the Friday afternoon I met 
with Castle, he and a deckhand 
were loading Eyak at the city 
bulkhead. A week before, he had 
hauled 250,000 lbs of fi sh food to 
Deep Inlet. This day he was tak-
ing 26,000 lbs. of fi sh food to Port 
Armstrong.

Castle said he operates under a 
unique-to-Alaska federal regula-
tory provision that allows com-
mercial fi shing tenders to serve 
remote communities that don’t 
have bi-weekly common carrier 
service.

“I am allowed to haul freight as 
a non-inspected vessel because 
there are no licensed carriers op-
erating in that area,” he said.

Castle and Eyak have been carry-
1936 Caterpillar diesel, one of Eyak’s two 
original engines. (Photo courtesy of Dave 
Castle)

Silver Arrows carries the mail when Eyak 
is busy elsewhere. (Photo courtesy of 
Dave Castle)Runway-to-Runway

Service in our 
twin-engine 
IFR equipped 
Aircraft

Scheduled Service
Flightseeing 
Charters

Service to:Service to:
Angoon, Hoonah, 

Kake, Klawock,
 Pelican, Petersburg, 

Port Alexander, 
Tenakee & Wrangell

Call & book
Call & book 

your flight
your flight 

today!today!

toll free: 1-877-966-3050
local: 907-966-3050

info@harrisair.com

Harris Aircraft Services, Inc.Harris Aircraft Services, Inc.

203 Lake St • 747-6636 www.FirstBankAK.com

Your Community Bank
• Personal Banking
• Business Banking
• Commercial Loans
• Mortgages

Providing Financial Services to Southeast Alaskans since 1924

MEMBER FDIC
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Located just inside Old Sitka Rocks
(adjacent to Halibut Point Marine & Old Sitka Dock)

80’ Fuel Dock with Quality Marine Diesel, Gasoline, 

Quality Lubricants & Potable Water 

(907) 747-4999 or 

VHF channel 16

ing the U.S. mail since 1998 when 
the Ketchikan-based air service 
that had the mail contract went 
out of business. Castle said au-
thorities asked him to haul the 
mail once. Then, they asked him 
if he could do it for a month or 
two more. Then, Port Alexander 
residents lobbied the post offi ce 
to let Castle carry the mail for 
them permanently.

“And it just sort of evolved,” Cas-
tle said. “It was really an airplane 
contract, but I had the support of 
the community. And that was re-
ally important to me.”

Then Castle had to break off the 
interview. The regular shipment 

of building materials from Spe-
nard Builders Suppply was ex-
pected shortly. The Eyak carries 
UPS packages on the last leg of 
their journey (Castle also carries 
Fed Ex packages, which travel as 
mail.) He carries freight for Alaska 
Marine Lines and Samson Tug & 
Barge. Groceries are carried as 

U.S. mail.

“In winter, a regular load of gener-
al cargo and mail would be about 
1,500 to 2,500 lbs. for Port Alex-
ander, Port Armstrong and Little 
Port Walter,” he said. In spring, 
his average load might swell as 
new building projects are started.

F/V Eyak has been working steadily for 
71 years. (Photograph courtesy of Dave 
Castle.)

Timely Boat Checks • Most Maritime Services

747-8830 • P.O. Box 6377, Sitka, AK  99835

Sitka Boat WatchSitka Boat Watch

Totem Square Hotel & Marina

Covered / Heated Deck
Water View • Big Flat Screen TVs

Wild Alaska Seafood overlooking the harbor!Wild Alaska Seafood overlooking the harbor!

www.totemsquarehotel.comwww.totemsquarehotel.com
907-747-3693 • 201 Katlian St. • Sitka, AK
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ERNIES Old Time SALOON
130 Lincoln St. • 747-3334

Full Service Bar
Pool • Darts • T-shirts • Hats

Mon.-Sat. 8am - 2am • Sun. Noon - 2am

Authorized Sales & Service for:

Mercury Outboards, Mercury Infl atables, Yamaha Outboards & Yamaha Generators
Service Mercury Outboards & Yamaha Outboards as well as electrical repairs and re-wiring

GARY’S Outboard

224 B Smith St.    747-9399    garysoutboard.com

966-2428966-2428
Call for FREE DELIVERY 

PIZZA EXPRESS

Sawmill Creek Plaza

1321 SMC Rd.

Authentic Mexican Food,

SEE OUR COMPLETE MENU AT  SitkaEats.com

Now Serving

Beer & Wine

Resident of Baranof Island

Castle hails originally from interi-
or Alaska – Wood River, near Fair-
banks. Castle’s father was a guide 
and Castle was homeschooled. 
When he was just 14, he met a 
group of people from Southeast, 
who invited him to come and work 
on a boat.

In 1989, he started running Eyak 
as a tender for Sitka Sound Sea-
foods, and in 1996 he bought the 
vessel. Castle purchased Silver 
Arrow in 2000 to move mail and 
freight when the Eyak is busy 
buying fi sh. 

Castle said he has taken many 
trips alone, but often travels with 

a mate, or with a passenger hitch-
ing a ride one way or the other.

Castle’s children are grown up 
and moved away – his older son 
Ryan is a journeyman electrician 
in Fairbanks and his younger son 
John is working his way into the 
fi lm business in Florida. Both 
sons grew up in Sitka.

But Castle is fi rmly rooted on Ba-
ranof Island – or more accurately, 
anchored to it.

Eyak is Castle’s home; he lives 
onboard full time with a Blue 
Heeler named Olive -- a dingo and 
Australian shepherd mix. Eyak’s 
pilothouse and galley have an 
open-fl oor-plan feel, and both dog 
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and man look supremely relaxed 
in the space.

Castle said he has plans to make 
Eyak both a more comfortable 
home and a better hauler. He 
wants to put a big porch aft, to re-
place the smaller deck now there. 
This will give him space to add a 
big box cooler and a freezer and a 
hot tub and an artisan oven.

Soon it will be time to shove off. 

“I claim my residency in Port Al-
exander and I vote there,” Castle 
said, getting back to work. “But 
there are a lot of places on this 
island that I love. In reality, I feel 
like I am a resident of Baranof Is-
land.”

Will Swagel, a 32-year resident 
of Sitka, is the publisher of 

the Sitka Soup, the author of 
“The Bight Before Christmas” 

and an enthusiastic eater of fi sh.
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CHART CHANGESCHART CHANGES

YELLOW JERSEY
CYCLE SHOP

* Bike Rentals
* Trail Information

Skateboards • Bicycles
Sales & Service

329 Harbor Drive • 747-6317
Across from Centennial Hall

In 1862, fi ve 
years before 
the U.S. took 
possess ion 
of Sitka and 
Alaska, the 
government 
started print-
ing the beau-
tiful, color 
lithographic 
charts on 
heavy bond 
beige paper 
that were ul-
timately sold 
by private 
vendors, like 
Murray Pa-
cifi c and Old 
Harbor Books. That era has come 
to an end.

Last year, the Federal Aviation 
Administration, which distributes 
both aeronautical and nautical 
navigation charts, announced 
that after April, 2014, they will no 
longer distribute the printed nau-
tical charts (aeronautical charts 
will still be produced.) FAA took 
over chart distribution from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration in 1999.

Instead, mariners will download 
their charts to electronic devices, 
or buy them from a few selected 

c o m m e r -
cial print-
ers who are 
partnering 
with the 
g o v e r n -
ment in a 
P r int-on-
D e m a n d 
(POD) sys-
tem. Mari-
ners will 
be able to 
order pa-
per charts 
from these 
fi rms on-
line or by 
phone.

NOAA’s Offi ce of Coast Survey is 
the nation’s nautical chart maker. 
Originally formed by President 
Thomas Jefferson in 1807, Coast 
Survey updates charts, surveys 
the coastal seafl oor, responds 
to maritime emergencies, and 

searches for underwater obstruc-
tions that pose a danger to navi-
gation.

“The decision to stop (paper chart) 
production is based on several fac-
tors,” NOAA stated. “The declining 
demand for lithographic charts, 
the increasing use of digital and 
electronic charts and federal bud-
get realities.”

National Public Radio reported 
that the government sells about 
60,000 of the old 4-by-3-foot litho-
graphic charts each year for about 
$20 apiece, the same amount it 
costs to print them. NOAA spends 
about $100 million a year to sur-
vey and chart U.S. waters. 

Until now, the government has 
had to print many more charts 
than are sold in order to maintain 
inventory of paper charts. When 
new versions of the charts are 
released, the old ones need to be 
returned. Print-on-Demand solves 
that expensive problem.

“I don’t think it’s cost effective 
for them,” said Darin Duffi eld at 
Murray Pacifi c’s Sitka store. “They 
have to print a large number of 
charts that may or may not be 
sold. Plus, they have to handle the 
returns of the outdated charts.”

Still, Duffi eld said he put in a big 
last order for charts. “But (folks) 
need to know that when I’m out of 

Public RadioPublic Radio
 for Coastal for Coastal

 Southeast Alaska Southeast Alaska

Broadcasting in Sitka Broadcasting in Sitka 
at 104.7  &  90.1                 at 104.7  &  90.1                 
Angoon at 105.5Angoon at 105.5
Kake at 107.1Kake at 107.1
Pelican at 91.7Pelican at 91.7
Port Alexander at 91.9Port Alexander at 91.9
Tenakee Springs at 91.9Tenakee Springs at 91.9
Yakutat at 90.1Yakutat at 90.1
Elfi n Cove at 92.1Elfi n Cove at 92.1

kcaw.org ~ 2 Lincoln St. Ste. B ~ 747-5877kcaw.org ~ 2 Lincoln St. Ste. B ~ 747-5877
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(continued on page 22)

charts, I’m out of charts,” he said.

NOAA answers a wide variety of 
questions in a PDF document 
posted at http://www.nauticalch
arts.noaa.gov/staff/docs/FAQ%2
0lithographic%20chart%20annou
ncement.pdf

NOAA states that there are two 
companies that have agreed to 
produce POD charts – Ocean-
Graphix and East View Geospa-
tial. As part of the agreement with 
the government, both companies 
are required to make a good faith 
effort to print the chart and ship 
within 24-hours of receiving the 
order. The POD charts are to be 
produced so they are tolerant of 
water and UV damage and stand 

up to repeated folding, writing and 
erasing – similar to the traditional 
NOAA charts.

 OceanGraphix has 37 U.S, retail 
locations. In Southeast, mariners 
can view the POD product at JT 
Brown’s store in Craig and Marine 
Exchange of Alaska in Juneau.

For more information about 
electronic charts available from 
NOAA, visit http://www.nauticalc
harts.noaa.gov/staff/news/2014/
pdfcharts.html

And for those who display nautical 
charts as artwork, the new print-
able PDF charts at 400 dpi con-
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Norcoast Marine Surveyors, Inc.
Jim Steffen, A.M.S. Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors

Condition & Valuation, Damage Surveys
907-747-5394 • Cell 738-6394

MICHELLE HACKETT, OWNER & BARBER

907-623-9920907-623-9920
102 LINCOLN ST.102 LINCOLN ST.

SEASIDESEASIDE
BARBER SHOPBARBER SHOP

tinue the look and colors of tradi-
tional charts. Customers will have 
more choices where paper is con-
cerned.  NOAA asked chart lovers 
to remember that they have tens 
of thousands of historical charts 
free for download and printing, at 
nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/history.  
They said many notable Ameri-
cans helped produce the histori-
cal charts, including American 
artist James Whistler and Sierra 
Club founder John Muir, who both 
worked for the agency. -- By Will Swagel

Snowy Sisters rise behind S.P.C.’s Katlian Street Plant. (Photo provided by SPC)

Fishermen are a famously 
independent lot who some-
times get accused of letting 

their independence get in the way 
of their own long-term economic 
interests. Well, the more than 500 
fi shermen-owners of Seafood Pro-
ducers Cooperative (S.P.C.) can 
tell their accusers a story 
that shoots that repu-
tation right down.

It’s a story that 
goes all the 
way back to 
the 1940’s, 
picks up in 
Sitka in the 
1980’s and 
continues big 
time today. 
The fi sher-
men-owners of 
S.P.C. produce 
eight million lbs. 
of catch annually, 
netting $44 million 

in gross sales revenues. With 
buying stations up and down the 
West Coast, S.P.C today is the old-
est, largest and most successful 
fi shermen’s cooperative in North 
America.

“The fi shermen deliver their catch 
to their own company,” 

said S.P.C Sitka Plant 
Manager Craig 

Shoemaker of the 
Coop’s business 

plan. “We pro-
cess the fi sh 
and market it 
for the fi sh-
ermen, re-
turning divi-
dends to the 
f i shermen, 
above and 
beyond what 

they would 
normally get if 

they sold their 
catch for cash.”

SPC: SPECTACULAR PRODUCTS CONTINUE
~ Will Swagel

sitka’s local
authorized dealer!

SALES & SERVICE
PARTS
WARRANTY
CERTIFIED 
  TECHNICIAN

Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm • 747-1502 
312 Jarvis St. (End of the Road)

MARINE ENGINES
GENERATORS &
WATER PUMPS

IN STOCK NOW!

507 Katlian Street507 Katlian Street
Sitka,  AK 99835Sitka,  AK 99835

PH: 907-747-5811PH: 907-747-5811
FAX: 907-747-3206FAX: 907-747-3206

ICE HOUSE: 907-738-0133ICE HOUSE: 907-738-0133

VHF Channel 11VHF Channel 11
DISPACH: 9932DISPACH: 9932

www. s p c s a l e s . c om

SEAFOOD 
PRODUCERS 
COOPERATIVE
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Restaurant
Lounge & Hotel

King Crab
Halibut
Clam

Chowder

747-6241
330 SEWARD ST. 

Breakfast
Lunch & Dinner

~OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK~
www.westmarkhotels.com/sitka

Shoemaker explained, for 
example, that halibut might 
be fetching $6 per pound at 
the dock. After the product is 
sold, S.P.C fi shermen might 
get a 5 percent dividend – 30 
cents extra per pound. 

“We call it percentage over 
dock,” Shoemaker said. The 
rest of us might call it a 
chunk of change.

Halibut Livers & Vitamin A   

Halibut Liver Oil Producers 
Cooperative began in 1944 as a 
partnership between the Deep 
Sea Fishermen’s Union, the Se-
attle Boat Owners Association and 
the Lyle Branchfl ower Company. 
Branchfl ower was a producer of 
Vitamin A made from fi sh liver oil. 

Because of federal anti-trust ac-
tion and the post-war introduction 
of synthetic vitamins, the coopera-
tive – then called Halibut Produc-
ers Cooperative – changed its focus 
to become a food producing co-op.  
The company expanded, eventu-
ally purchasing its own processing 
plant in Seward, Alaska (formerly 
owned by Icicle Seafoods).  Unfor-
tunately, the Seward plant – along 
with the rest of that town’s water-
front – slid into Resurrection Bay 
during the devastating Good Fri-
day earthquake in 1964.  

In 1978, H.P.C. began construc-
tion on a new processing facility 
in Sitka. Product lines continued 
to evolve and become more di-
verse.  In 1984 the company name 
was changed to Seafood Produc-
ers Cooperative. Today, the Sitka 

plant processes all fi ve species of 
salmon, as well as halibut, black 
cod, rockfi sh, ling cod, and Pa-
cifi c cod. 

At Home in Sitka

Craig Shoemaker was raised in 
Kotzebue and worked at a num-
ber of seafood plants in Alaska.  
He came to Sitka on New Year’s 
in 1982 to assist in the develop-
ment of the inventory control and 
shipping department.  He would 
eventually become plant man-
ager, the position he still holds. 
S.P.C. employs 36 resident Sit-
kans on a year-round basis, and 
hires an additional 85 employees 
for the peak summer season. 

During the winter months S.P.C. 
processes king salmon, rockfi sh 
and bait herring. The 2013 long-
line season for halibut, black cod 
and rockfi sh began March 23,  
followed by the roe herring fi sh-
ery. During this period staffi ng 
increased to approximately 70 
employees – working round the 
clock in two 12-hour shifts. 

The SPC workforce processes all fi ve species of 
salmon, as well as halibut, black cod, rockfi sh, ling 
cod, and Pacifi c cod. (Photo provided by SPC)

Sitka Motor Supply
100 Smith St. • 907-747-6650
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•  JOHNSON • JABSCO • WALBRO • CORROSION X • 3M 

 BOAT & TRAILER PARTS
Trailer hubs, Bearings, Tires, 

Wheels, Tongue Jacks, Winches
Leaf Springs

 MOELLER 
Fuel Tanks & Fittings

 BELLOWS FLEX, TITAN

 & PARKER
Marine Hose

Fuel, Wet Exhaust, Water

 WEATHERHEAD
Hydraulic hoses & fi ttings

Liquid Filled Guages • Ball Valves

 NAPA GOLD FILTERS
Hydraulic, Fuel

 Coolant, Air, Oil

 RACOR + DAHL 
Fuel Filters

Elements, Parts, Fittings

 NAPA MARINE BATTERIES
Deep-Cycle, Starting

MARINE
 STARTERS & ALTERNATORS

Valeo, Leece-Neville, Delco

 BELDEN 
We custom build marine

battery cables

 SIERRA & 
ECHLIN IGNITION 

Distributors, Caps, Rotors & Coils

Stainless Fasteners
SAE & Metric
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Shoemaker paused a moment to 
comment on the magic of early 
spring in Sitka: “You’re coming 
out of winter and the early spring 
days are getting longer,” he said. 
“You’re looking at the birds and 
they’re really hungry. Longline 
fi shing begins, large schools of 
herring are moving into the area 
with the sea lions and the whales 
in pursuit; the table is set and the 
feast begins.”    

Members continue to troll for 
spring king salmon through May 
and June. July marks the begin-
ning of the general troll season 
which continues though the third 
week in September. Shoemaker 
said that work is slowing down 
at the plant by the beginning of 
October. 

The size of the S.P.C. workforce 
mirrors the progression of the 

fi sheries. Thirty fi ve workers are 
brought in for herring. In June an-
other 40 or more are brought in for 
the salmon season. 

“In July and August, fi shermen are 
real busy harvesting, like farmers,” 
Shoemaker said. “June 25 to Sep-
tember 10, that’s the big time of 
the year. By mid-September things 
are beginning to slow down a bit.”

SPC’s workforce ranges from 36 people 
year-round to 120 at the height of the 
summer season. (Photo provided by SPC)

907.747.8981 (museum)907.747.8981 (museum)
907.747.6233 (shop)907.747.6233 (shop)

www.museums.alaska.govwww.museums.alaska.gov
www.friendsofsjm.comwww.friendsofsjm.com

Hairnets, Boots & Gloves 

A friend of mine from San Fran-
cisco used to wax poetic about the 
three summers he spent in Kodiak 
working in plants processing fi sh 
on what he affectionately called 
“the slime line.”

Until the 1990’s, Alaska fi sh pro-
cessing jobs were prized by Ameri-

Full Line Retail Store
Sheet Metal Shop / Welding

Heat Pump Installation & Service
PVC Schedule 40 & 80

Fuel Filters & Water Pumps
Kamlock Fittings

747-3142
110 Jarvis Street

Behind the Post Offi ce
In Ketchikan call 225-6648

(continued on page 29)
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can college students, 
who could work long 
hours and earn much 
more than they could 
in most jobs in the 
Lower 48.  And – like 
my friend – they were 
also attracted by the 
prospect of an adven-
ture in Alaska.

Filipinos in Alaska have had a long 
history with fi sh plants, with many 
workers making Sitka their home. 
Processing jobs have also lured 
Latin Americans.

Until recently, scores of college 
students from Poland and other 
Eastern European countries were 

allowed to work summers in the 
U.S. under the J-1 visa cultural 
exchange program, which was 
started in the mid-60s.   

“The Alaska seafood processing 
industry enjoyed having those stu-
dent employees for many seasons,” 

1000 Raptor Way
Sitka, AK 99835

~ www.alaskaraptor.org ~~ www.alaskaraptor.org ~

Visit eagles, hawks, owls and falcons.Visit eagles, hawks, owls and falcons.
Check out our online giftstore.Check out our online giftstore.

Both help heal Alaska’s wild birds.Both help heal Alaska’s wild birds.

ExploreExplore                                youryour Wild SideWild Side
at the Alaska Raptor Centerat the Alaska Raptor Center
                                 in Sitka.                                 in Sitka.

907-747-8662  •  1-800-643-9425

SPC has more than 500 fi shermen-owners, who receive an 
extra dividend on their catch – called percentage over dock. 
(Photo provided by SPC)

“Rockwell Lighthouse”

Artist Profi le: 
Mark BartlettMark Bartlett

It might be appropriate that Mark 
Bartlett paints the Rockwell Light-
house, because light is one of his main 
sources of creativity.

“I’m always seeking light,” the 52-
year-old Sitka-based artist said. 
“That’s what I’m looking for and 
where I start a painting. 

“If I’m doing a mountain, for instance, 
I want some drama and the way the 
light is hitting the mountain is how I 
develop that drama.”

Bartlett’s subjects span Alaska – he 
explores the misty, defused light of 
Southeast and the sharper light of the 
Interior. A naturalist, he is nonethe-
less unafraid of taking some creative 
license.

“I’m trying to accomplish a good 
painting,” he said. “So if it’s a moun-
tain I want to have very good moun-
tain structure and anatomy, which is 
important to identify that mountain.  
I do a realistic interpretation of what 
I see. But if I feel the need to put in 
(details like) foothills or trees, I take 
complete liberties.”

Bartlett grew up outside Fairbanks, 
drawing constantly as a child. He of-
ten explored the landscape with his 
father, then turned to his mother – a 
typing teacher – for an endless supply. 
of clean, white wheets of paper. He 

admires the work of Alaskan romantic 
painters like Sydney Laurence, Ernie 
Robertson and Ray Sandberg.

Like those painters, Bartlett tries to 
depict “the size of the land and the 
people living on it.” He has several 
studies of the Rockwell Lighthouse, 
both close up, as below, and small 
enough to be a mere candle at the 
base of the Pyramid Mountains. Many 
people have purchased Mark’s Light-
house paintings, including publisher 
and former Presidential candidate 
Steve Forbes. ~ WS

S.P.C. (con’t from p. 27)
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The Junk Trunk
 2nd Hand & Consignment Store

215 Smith Street  Suites D, E & F
907-623-0899 and 907-623-3930

 Mon.-Fri. 11am - 6pm • Sat. Noon - 4pm

CLOTHES * TOOLS * BOATING STUFF * CRAFT *  KITCHEN & MORE!
We have the best consignment rates in town! Sitka’s used 

department store with 4,000sf of shopping pleasure.

ALSO
VINYL LETTERING 

(AK #’s, ADGF #’s Boat Names, etc...)
Up to a 20” letter.  

Quick 

Turnaround!
Ready in 48 hours or less

we do it right here in the shop.

Pioneer Bar & Liquor Store
FULL SERVICE BAR • ATM AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat.  8 am - 2 am • Sun. Noon - 2 am

Located across from ANB Harbor

212 Katlian St. • Sitka, AK •  747-3456

 Located at 5304 HPR • Across from the Ferry Terminal 

SALES & 
SERVICE

 OF

ACR
EPIRBS

SERVICING 
& SALES OF 
DBC, ZODIAC, 

CREWSAVER 
& 

ELLIOT LIFERAFTS

Bob 
 738-1367 
or Sarah 
738-5667

In Emergency 
call:

We are now 
available 
to inspect 
Immersion Suits

Closing April 15
Re-opening
in the Fall

Hours: 8am-3pm

(907) 747-8013(907) 747-8013
safety@allenmarine.comsafety@allenmarine.com

Shoemaker said. “But a year ago, 
the State Department declassifi ed 
seafood processing for that pro-
gram, so now we are moving more 
towards a domestic workforce.”

Shoemaker said he hopes the 

recent high unem-
ployment rates in the 
Lower 48 might draw 
U.S. college students 
back to Alaska again. 
And if the backpack-
ing visitors to Sitka 
each summer are any 
indication, an Alaskan 
summer hasn’t lost 
any of its allure for the 
young.

    All Along the Coast

The scene outside the 
S.P.C plant is a busy one. 

Fish are unloaded from boats, 
while line workers labor to keep 
up with the fl ow. Ice is everywhere. 
Hundreds of squawking gulls – and 
often eagles – take up positions in 
and over the channel to catch any 
errant morsels. The plant is attrac-

tive, well maintained and smells 
like fresh fi sh.

S.P.C. continues to grow. While 
Shoemaker said the company is 
“99 percent hook-and-line,” made 
up of salmon and longline fi sh-
ermen, there are also members 
involved in the gillnet fi shery. A 
few years ago, salmon trollers in 
California asked S.P.C. to expand 
its range of operations into their 

fi shery. S.P.C.’s presence in the 
California hook-and-line fi sheries 
has now evolved to include jig-
caught albacore tuna.  

S.P.C.’s  headquarters are located 
in Bellingham, Washington. The 
Sitka plant is the Cooperative’s 
only wholly-owned facility. The Co-
op has outports in California, Ore-
gon, Washington and Alaska. They 
have processing agreements with 

SPC is “99% hook & line.” Trollers & longliners – and 
combination vessels unload to the plant. (Photo by SPC)
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MARITIME LAW
Injury & Death Claims

Fishing Accidents • Salvage & Towing

Free Initial Consultation
Toll Free (888) 583-6529

907-586-6529
w w w. p o u l s o n w o o l f o r d . c o m

636 Harris St.  • Juneau, AK  99801

Poulson & Woolford,LLC

ry & Death C
cidents • Salva

e Initial Consult
Free (888) 583-6529

07-5
p o u l

F
86858

636

companies in Ketchikan, Craig, 
Yakutat, Seward, Kodiak, King 
Cove and Dutch Harbor. In addi-
tion, they also run four fi sh-buy-
ing tenders that provide member 
service in the regional southeast 
Alaska fi shing grounds.

“There are about 17 ports which 
provide an opportunity for mem-
bers to deliver to their company 

from California to Dutch Harbor.” 
Shoemaker said.  “We contract 
with these other companies to re-
ceive, process, freeze and ship on 
our behalf, to provide these ser-
vices for our member-owners.”

Arrangements like this could be 
seen as allowing the independent 
fi shermen to be even more inde-
pendent. But it goes beyond that.

“Our member-owners have a com-
mon belief in high-quality products 
– and with the work they put in to 
achieve that, they feel they should 
be rewarded,” said Shoemaker. 
“They feel their catch is usually 
worth more than what they would 
receive as a dock price.”

Visit
Seafood Producers Cooperative 

online at: spcsales.com

Sitka’s Five Main Harbors
All berths are assigned by the Harbormaster. 

Please do not enter a slip without permission of the Harbormaster.

Richard I. Eliason Sr. Harbor:  off the north end of Katlian Street and 
extending north. Eliason Harbor is designated as the transient harbor 
where most transient vessels are temporarily moored.
Thomsen Harbor:  off the north end of Katlian Street, south of
Eliason Harbor.
Crescent Harbor:  opposite the east end of Lincoln Street, near the 
Lincoln-Lake intersection. Transient vessels are not allowed  in this 
harbor.
ANB Harbor:  off Katlian Street, just north of downtown.
Sealing Cove:  off the west end of O’Connell Bridge, off 
Airport Road.

Contacting Sitka’s Harbor Master
Offi ce Hours:  8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Personnel:  The Sitka Harbormaster is Stan Eliason, Deputy Harbormaster 
is Chuck Hackett, Offi ce Staff are Kristi Jones and Diana Spiegle, As-
sistant Harbormasters are Tom Climo, Emy Sumauang and Jeremiah 
Johnson. On duty seven days a week from 7 a.m. to midnight in summer 
and 7 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. in the winter. Maintenance Personnel are Ron 
Pratt and Brian Bellows.
Location: The Harbor Department is located adjacent to Thomsen Har-
bor, at 617 Katlian St. Phone: (907) 747-3439; 
Fax: (907) 747-6278; VHF Channel 16; www.cityofsitka.com.

Harbor Regs & Other Important InfoHarbor Regs & Other Important Info
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Other Important Numbers
Sitka Police: 911 (emergency); 747-3245 (business)
Fire Dept. : 911 (emergency); 747-3233 (business & info)
Sitka Community Hospital: 747-3241
City & Borough of Sitka: 747-3294
Sitka Chamber of Commerce: 747-8604
Sitka Convention & Visitor’s Bureau: 747-5940
Alaska Department of Fish & Game: 747-6688    
(commercial); 747-5355 (sport)
U.S. Coast Guard: 1-800-478-5555 (emergency)

  966-5454 (marine safety detachment)

The Harbor Department of the City and Borough of Sit-
ka enforces Harbor Regulations in all fi ve city harbors 
and other city facilities:

No Wake Zone:  No speeding is allowed in the channel. Please respect the No 
Wake Zone shown on the map (pages 18-19).

Temporary Stalls:  The Harbor Department may assign a vessel a stall on a 
temporary basis, depending on availability. This is called “hot berthing.” Owners 
of vessels granted temporary assignment must be ready to move if requested 
by the Harbor Department.

Fees:  Moorage fees will be assessed by the Harbor Department, based on 
the rate structure in the City municipal code. Moorage bills must be paid at the 
Harbor Offi ce.

Registration of Transient Ves-
sels:  All transient vessels are required 
to register with the Harbormaster 
within 8 hours of arrival. Information on 
services and fees is available at the 
harbor offi ce.

Moorage of Transient Vessels:  
Transient vessels are advised by Har-
bor Department staff of the transient 
moorage areas available on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis.   

OLD HARBOR BOOKS
201 LINCOLN STREET
SITKA, ALASKA 99835

oldharborBookssitka@gmail.com

(907) 747-8808
Thank you for supporting local business.

Flightseeing &Flightseeing &

Charter FlightsCharter Flights

anywhereanywhere in SE Alaska in SE Alaska

Located on the water at
485 Katlian St., Sitka

We won’t tell you where to go...

For Reservations,For Reservations,

Call Ken at 907-738-2363Call Ken at 907-738-2363

Transient Fees:  Transient moorage 
fees are 87 cents per foot per day for 
vessels 0-80 feet in length. For 81-150 
feet, $1.49 per foot per day. For vessels 
more than 151 feet, $2.24 per foot. All 
moorage must be paid in advance 
or prior to departure or fees may be 
doubled. Harbor policy requires that 
if a vessel is in the harbor on any por-
tion of  any day, it will be charged for 
moorage for that day.

Transient Services  Water, garbage 
and waste oil service are available.

Launch Ramp Fees  The daily fee is 
$5.00 for in and $5.00 for out. The an-
nual calendar year permit is $75.00 
and is available at the harbor offi ce.  
Launch ramps are located at Sealing 
Cove and Crescent Harbor.

Monthly (30 day) Moorage Per-
mits  Thirty (30) day moorage permits 
are available, paid in advance. The 
cost is $14.94 per foot for vessels up to 
150 feet in length, and $22.41 per foot 
for vessels above 151 feet.

Small Boat Electrical Service  30 
amp single phase service may be
available for a fee of $5.00 per day. 
50 amp single phase meters are deter-
mined by actual usage plus $10.00 for 
each meter read. 50 amp or 100 amp 
3 phase power fees are also deter-
mined by actual usage, plus $10.00 for 
each meter read. 

Temporary Use of Assigned Me-
ter   The Harbormaster may temporar-
ily allow a transient vessel to plug into 
an assigned meter. The assigned me-
ter holder’s account receives credit. 
A note: Utilizing assigned meters is a 
privilege and the Harbormaster frowns 
on meter use without permission. Vio-
lators will be issued citations for illegal 
use of a meter.

Garbage  Dumpsters are available at 
all harbors for use by harbor patrons. 
Items too large for the dumpsters are 
to be taken to Jarvis Street Transfer 
Station. Items should not be left on the 
fl oats or fi ngers of any of the harbors.

Used Oil  Disposal tanks are provided 
at all harbors. Please do not dispose 
of gasoline or solvents in these tanks. 
These should be taken to the Sawmill 
Cove Industrial Park scrap yard, where 
a special materials collection area is 
maintained. When dumping used oil, 
please clean debris and old fi lters off 
the screen when you are fi nished.

HARBOR REGS AND OTHER IMPORTANT INFOHARBOR REGS AND OTHER IMPORTANT INFO
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Serving Breakfast 7 Days a Week
Dinner Tues. - Sat. 4pm to 9pm

FFly-Inly-In
          FFish ish IInnnn

747-7910 
485 Katlian St.485 Katlian St.

Waterfront Restaurant
 & Lounge

Food Made Fresh Daily!

Outside seating in nice weatherOutside seating in nice weather

Summer Hours:
Mon.-Thur. 7am - 11pm

 Fri. - Sat. 7am - Midnight 
Sunday 7am-10pm

Hot or Cold Sand wich es 
for Break fast,

 Lunch or Din ner!

747-7827  
Downtown at 327 Seward St

Water  Potable water is provided at all 
harbors year-round.

Dumping Trash Into the Harbors 
Prohibited  It is unlawful to do or 
cause to be done any of the following 
prohibited acts: No offal garbage or 
trash shall be dumped into the boat 
harbor. No trash, garbage or refuse 
shall be dumped on the tidal or up-
land areas along the beach or water-
front. It is unlawful to dump fl ammable 
wastes. Vessel owners shall not leave 
spoiled bait, fi sh or gear on their ves-
sels in the harbor.

Fishermen’s Work Floats  There 
are two work fl oats available. One is 
the seasonal fl oat located at the end 
of Float 4 at Crescent Harbor. This fl oat 
is available for work-related uses April 
15-Sept. 15 annually. A year-round 

work fl oat is located on Sitka Chan-
nel across from ANB Harbor. This fl oat 
is equipped with both electricity and 
potable water.  No overnight moor-
age without permission of the Har-
bormaster. No storage of any gear, 
nets or materials is permitted. All users 
of these fl oats are asked to clean up 
after themselves.

Tidal Grid  A steel and timber tidal 
grid is available for use next to ANB 
Harbor. Electricity, potable water and 
garbage services are available. A 
small parking lot is located next to the 
grid for people using the facility. The 
grid is available on a fi rst-come, fi rst- 
served basis. Vessels are limited to 96 
hours (4 days) on the grid. Larger ves-

~ ALASKA SEA KAYAKING ~
EXPEDITIONS & OUTFITTING

MARINE TRANSPORTATION

GUIDED DAY PADDLES

RENTALS & SALES

Adventures launching daily from our
Big Blue Bus at Crescent Harbor

WWW.KAYAKSITKA.COM

(907) 752-0660

sels (over 58 gross tons) must notify the 
Harbormaster before using the grid. 
In some cases, a damage deposit 
must be posted and special precau-
tions must be used, as directed by 
the Harbormaster. Please contact the 
Harbormaster prior to using the grid if 
there are questions about your vessel. 
There is a $10 (ten dollar) fee per day 
to use the grid.

Loading Zones  There are several 
loading zones located throughout 
the harbors. They are easily identifi ed 
by the white paint along the bullrails. 
Loading zones have a one-hour time 
limit. There are some 30-minute areas 
in Crescent Harbor. There is also a 
loading dock in Crescent Harbor that is 

HARBOR REGS AND OTHER IMPORTANT INFOHARBOR REGS AND OTHER IMPORTANT INFO
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AC Lakeside
Offering a variety of food,
and perishable goods at

Great Everyday Low Prices

As always we deliver to
 the Sitka dock at no charge

from 8am to 7pm!
Open 7 Days a week

6am to Midnight
(907) 747-3733 • Fax (907) 747-6279

used by commercial fi shermen to load 
and unload gear. Some fi shermen also 
use the covered area to mend their 
nets. This covered area is also used at 
various times of the year for art shows, 
food booths and other activities.

Fish Cleaning  The cleaning of fi sh in 
any of Sitka’s harbors is strictly forbid-
den. Please do not dispose of fi sh car-
casses in the harbor jurisdiction due to 
Sea Lion issues. Fish cleaning should be 
done at designated fi sh cleaning ta-
bles. There are fi sh cleaning tables on 
the south end of Eliason Harbor break-
water or the cleaning of sport-caught 
fi sh. There are also fi sh cleaning tables 
on the fl oat outside Sealing Cove Har-
bor.  Fish waste bins are available at 
both cleaning stations.  No commer-
cially caught fi sh can be cleaned at 
any fi sh cleaning table at any of the 

harbors. Users are requested to clean 
up the areas after use.

Boatsitter Log  Please provide the 
Harbor offi ce with name and phone 
number of your boat sitter. It is the re-
sponsibility of moorage users to inform 
the Harbor Department if they are go-
ing to be out of town for any period 
of time and the vessel remains here. 
Harbor Department staff will attempt 
to notify the logged boat sitter in the 
event of an emergency. 



MURRAYMURRAY
PACIFICPACIFIC

SUPPLY OF ALASKA, LLCSUPPLY OF ALASKA, LLC

AT THE FISHERMAN’S QUAY

Summer Hours: 8-6 Weekdays • 9-5 Saturday • 10-4 SundaySummer Hours: 8-6 Weekdays • 9-5 Saturday • 10-4 Sunday
475 Katlian St., Sitka • (907) 747-3171  (800) 478-3171475 Katlian St., Sitka • (907) 747-3171  (800) 478-3171

Shipping available  • All major credit card acceptedShipping available  • All major credit card accepted

Troll • Longline • Seine • GillnetTroll • Longline • Seine • Gillnet
Crab/Shrimp • Raingear • BootsCrab/Shrimp • Raingear • Boots

 Clothing • Boat  Clothing • Boat 
Maintenance  Maintenance  

Safety • Charts Safety • Charts 
Sport Tackle Sport Tackle 
 Hydraulics  Hydraulics 

Bait • LicensesBait • Licenses
Electronics Electronics 

 Paint • Zincs Paint • Zincs

Your #1 Boating Supply Your #1 Boating Supply Store In SitkaStore In Sitka


